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By Carmelyn Vedar

| was born and raised in the Philippines since | was about 4 years
old. Some of my earliest memories include riding tricycles and
jeepneys, playing and showering during a rainfall, participating in
one of many fiestas and processions, and running races against
my cousins in our tsinelas (flip flops) during the country’s
frequent brownouts. My neighborhood was my home. Everyone
knew everyone. They were either your cousin, your Tita, Tito, Lola
(grandmother), or Lolo (grandfather). My early years were
definitely filled with a sense of belonging, love, and lots and lots
of good food.
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